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Chlorosulfonation of Acetanilide in a Dual-Temperature-Zone Silicon
Carbide Microchannel Reactor and Synthesis of Sulfasalazine

Zhang, Zishu" Zhao, Yulong” Geng, Huiling™*
(“ College of Chemistry & Pharmacy, Northwest Agriculture and Forestry University, Yangling, Shaanxi 712100)
(® Shandong Jinde New Material Company Ltd., Linshu, Shandong 262700)

Abstract  Chlorosulfonation of acetanilide was accomplished within 10 min in up to 96% yield via a highly
thermoconductive and corrosion-resistant dual-temperature-zone silicon carbide microchannel reactor. The yield of pilot
production was up to 92%. In the first stage, low reaction temperature (40 ‘C) was employed to effect a high sulfonation
selectivity at the para position of acetanilide. In the second stage, a higher reaction temperature (100 ‘C) led to a faster
formation of chlorosulfonation product. To illustrate the application of this reaction, sulfasalazine with antimicrobial and
anti-inflammatory activities was synthesized in total yield of 75% via chlorosulfonation, sulfamide formation, hydrolysis under
base conditions, diazotization and coupling with salicylic acid. The two-step continuous reaction helped to solve the problems
in batch reactor, such as low temperature leading to slow reaction and high temperature resulting byproducts and/or
temperature runaway, the safety concern aroused by heat accumulation, and the polution caused by the use of large excess of
chlorosulfonic acid in batch production. The above research provides technical support for the large-scale industrial production
of p-acetylaminobenzenesulfonyl chloride and its sulfonamides.

Keywords acetanilide; chlorosulfonation; microchannel reactor; intrinsic safety
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Figure 1 Some sulfonamide pharmaceuticals originated from
4-acetamidobenzenesulfonyl chloride
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AN A — A KB AR R, AN R F AR bt
JiiE, FR R R MR ZORGR, TR AL IS R, A
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AR SL K ) FH R DX s A e 0 3 e 7 2% S5 TR
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AR R B AR B 208 v T B T A R B 8 P O s T
AHE K. EBREET, BMERN 5 equiv. HSO,CI,
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Scheme 1 Two-step chlorosulfonation of acetanilide
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Figure 2 Channel design of microreactor
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Figure 3 Layout of microchannel reactor in diazotization
T S ] 72 0 S N T S B AE L. R Lt
ZK[%(270.4 g, 2.0 mol)¥f#{E CH,CICH,CI (DCE)H it i,
(1500 mL), ¥ HSOsCl (582.7 g, 5.0 mol)tHix T

DCE H 2 A (900 mL). 3 i 43 o 76 AR s i A
B R HIAE 25 CHRHMIB IR RN 30~31 C),
R R N AR YR R e S, KRR A2 303 kPa, H3)
HERESE, WANZE RN 20 HILL 7.5 A1 4.5 mL/min (37 B2
AN SR ) DCE 5 @M i) DCE ¥, 7 M
Fasg)a, 29T 5210 min WEURER N, IE6 8% 2B
Je RN R HEAGER 1, T 1), REZEE T RMNIFA
TEAr. YREETHE A 40 R 55 C, BARIERIHEA 54k
b, EFKEREDER 1, w5 2~3). BEEASE
70 CH, BURERINEoR 2B D4 s e ik, Bk
AR BN D BRI LRI IRR, H et )s
133 84% X L BRI REEEGR 1, d's 4). N T
BRI AR, R NIRRT R 85 C; 4
RER, MU BRI O 58 A, 1 HBEA TR 2
Tk R R R TR B, (H OB I 1 s, nI g
TARAEMRY AR T —45 R EE 1, &5 5). b
IR SR, THOEE SR AS A s ST ) i JEESR JLA /N
ZRFEE) 10 min LAPY, SONIE R RS A (HACLE OB
oA =TI B AR N I 2905/ IE Sl = = R N T

PO, B N1 TE A AN R i X kAT [
NIRRT PRARRE AL R R = BT R AR iR, 38
o D P A R TR R A AR R, TR, R IR X AT
FEREZE 70, 55 1 40 °C, 58 IR X IR B 4R SRR
85 C, RIS MNAREIATIIR, FeRmix#iitmER 1,
95 6~8). MICE R EERFR] 25 CH, KF]
BRI AT B A NI A, (E =W 72 R IR W

K1 LEERRGAE 1,2- 8 L 1 &b & v

Table 1 Chlorosulfonation of acetanilide in 1,2-dichloroethane

P FRX IR ZM%H%@?/ %ﬁﬁ@é?ﬁ% SRAIN R/ 2R Xt B A 22 aj0
C C (mLemin ") (mLemin ") S AL RTHIR
1 25 25 7.5 45 330 e H RAR 5 ab
2 40 40 7.5 45 330 e H FAR 5 a3
3 55 55 75 4.5 330 ANTEA H RAF G A3
4 70 70 7.5 45 330 ERES H 84
5 85 85 7.5 45 330 SE4E I 2%
6 70 85 75 45 330 SE4 ¥ 87"
7 55 85 7.5 45 330 S84 ’ 88’
8 40 85 7.5 45 330 SE4E o 94¢
9 25 85 7.5 45 330 SE4 H 91¢
10 25 100 7.5 45 330 SE4 xI 93%
11 30 100 7.5 45 330 PRES G 95¢
12 35 100 7.5 4.5 330 54 o 96°
13 40 100 7.5 45 330 SE4E o 96°
14 40 100 12 7.2 206 SE4E o 95
15 40 100 15 9 165 SE4T T 88
16 40 100 7.5 45 330 e H HAF JG Ab3E

7 AR DA R R S A T BRI 10 min FRY SR B LT R, P RS IS G BER, PR B AR THOIR R © RSEV (i, ToERMRRR. ¢ R BV
IR, PR R AEMPIRYI R . © SRR (490.0 @)L 900 mL AR, HANZ B IEIE R 2.1 ¢ 1.
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BREK, AR 91%(K 1, g5 9). HUHE—RXM
WA BN 25 °C, 5 X EEFE 100 C, N
B AT DL e AT S, PR R B R, I B T £
MR (R 1, %5 10). HBLX — %K R R AT fg 2
IR X S SR RAR, LRGSR XA 5E
FAL, EAY IR LBERRAE 100 C R BLER. R
FFEE IR X R A, BB X AR S AT E 30
35 °C, RILRPFATRBMIR, F=RHH B,
HHEA MR EMRRDA (R 1, w5 11~12).

N T RF B, AT R X AR T &
40 °C, RMLREMEIGAFIIEAT, 722 H0 5 SR £ 35 TG B
B KRR R 60%, MM EEIRAIEELT, =
R LI GAMARREE;, LIRS T 100%, B2
T 24 e v VRN SR R VAR R 1 20 904 15 R 9 mL/min
B, RBUEAE T B RAR, R A — L fE PR PR,
FERMBEZ BRRE 1, 5 13~15). X5 R1RE
B, R R S — IR X A e 4, a1 mR
NG Gy A R, SO E AR, AR R N AR
TRRARER M &, FBURNATARGE 1, &5 16).

PAFR 1 a5 13 R N A e 25 1, itk —25
82T R AR A R ¥ 750 R RO . 2T R K
CHCl;. CH,CICH,CH,Cl. CHCL,CH,CI F#Bfig 5e 4 #54k,,
FERI N 93% 95%- 96%. CH,Cl, R s K, A&
ST S (R .

T 2 e AL () SRIB AT S 30 R W 1 i I B Al
SEREIME. LL2 mol ) ZBE K% AE 1500 mL [#) DCE
HIR AR, LA 1 RS 13 BI04 britE, 3 Ik
B ISR HIA: B — IR L5E T A9 203 min
F, FEEN 94%; B RN SE R [R] 4 205 min, FRER
N 95%; B =KL 5E R (] 205 min, F=FA 93%.

52U Mg, 12RO S A &, 7
{8 BE O R BRI, ARSI Ad F B IR B ARSI RE R
HON 338 mLJEIE R F N 4 mm X 4 mm [ MR, 241
IR B2 N SR IXEE T 8 H R MiAsHe, %
N35 C, BRXET 4 RSB, BEWA
100 C; ¥ LBEZRAZ(136 kg, 1006 mol)Ac/k 900 L
DCE W, W& A~ 720 mL/min; 5EERR(Q292 kg, 2506
mol)AC A% 600 L [¥) DCE ¥, i A 480 mL/min. X
A8 AR — RSB Ry 3 TR, SMEER K IR %
HITE 25~35 “Cz W), AFEHEER, A H 2000
L M3EE S B FERRIR, 1262 min JG B SEEE, 5 AbFRAE
B 215 kg 7, TEERA 92%. H51EGE R B,
AR, BAARE LR 2. 8R0S E <N 2,
TETNL. R THNEE. 25 T MR, Al
FR 1A% F =9 T 49%, BRER AN ER FRHECR 73 7 kb 1
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62%, AN LBER ) FEBEE RS T 55%.
K2 LRSI SN AE 22 RO T8 S 25 Hh B RS
=

Table 2 Comparison of chlorosulfonation of acetanilide be-
tween batch and microchannel reactors

P Ak B WA TR TE B A
" e 1o 13 FrfFiE
SN2 1000 L $i# & [ v 28 338 mL A He
AR & 580 kg 292 kg
LRI DAY 15 Y%
" A 10 HAFRA 8K, s
Tk = 5 S WA 11 kg, TR HEREFE SR
I 18] 30 min, &R 7 h
1A ER KL InHGRER R | s
st PR ARTEER s
H
RBER 0 1250 L
ZEEIET 800 L 0
oanm H2SO4: 394 kg; H,SO4: 148 kg;
R HCI: 147 kg HCI: 55 kg
PR 78%~82% 90%~92%
SAVH AP HCLHER ﬁfEHQ? A% HCl
RAKHER 3500 L 900 L
A e
FIHER 27.2 keI & 2 S) ;;)2 keHT & LH%
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IR 1 RS 13 (1 S SR AN RIS, F 2T
R EREAL =P DCE AR 9 5k, Sl T p s
I E B A . LR G S AL R RL 4 RS, IROBLR (3]
NHEVK R DK A S N7 [ U IR, 33— 20 A 5 A PRS2
% 2B R I PR S DCE VS 2-Z R g E 4
N, 3] 2-Z e I BRI, 1% 4
KA. BEA. SAKBREE, DR REWYM R
ML FEERA T5%) 43 BRI AU e e e . 78 8 A1k S Nk
TR T Ol TE S A, e T A R B A E AL
B G R iR B M AR ), ROk 1 R =
YIRS, B TR S PRI B A

A-5 FE R -2'- Z LML IE (50.0 g, 200 mmol), #hFR
(31%, 70.8 g, 602 mmol), HIZETE/KECHL 500 mL [17K¥%
A %2 1 BL 10 mL/min #EFF; WASEREN(14.5 g, 210
mmol)t % 150 mL [FJ7K R B HZE 2 B 3 mL/min 3EFE;
JRZ (1.8 g, 30 mmol) FIE A 44(12.0 g, 300 mmol)AL A%,
150 mL FJ7KIEW C H1ZE 3 LA 3mL/min 3EFf.

2 #ig

AN T 2 A I 1) SRR A s 7 3 2 A 20 i e e
R A B A SO, LR DX B A TR fl 0 T e L 25 s
SIDAE S SRR v i RO, AR DR T RN R PP R R
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Reagents and conditions: (a) 2-aminopyridine, EtzN, 30~35 C; (b)
NaOH, MeOH, r.t.~75 C; (c) (i) HCI, NaNO,, (i) NH,CONH,, NaO-
H in a microchannel reactor; (d) (i) NaOH, salicylic acid, (ii) HCI
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Scheme 2 Synthesis of sulfasalazine in a microreactor
5 R) L B A TR PR vt A R B, S AR BRI (14 8 v T
PG R BARTREL, 675 S S FARE S W IR bR, £ L1t
FNE ) E R S R, RERS ORRF S SLIRLE 55 AMIEIA N A
MR ZEARENL 5 °C, THEZK R ES S
BRIV B ZE AL 3 °C X X e B S B
TP IEH RN L, I TR MRS, AiKE T S
6], Wb T B I A R, BOR T R BUE AR SE, K
PN IE &S

3 IS
3.1 UESEHF

S8 = R AR AR A R ) 00 DX B Tk R 3 s B B
B IAREEHRMEERA AR, A TR R
WAt S0 s BT R N FRRE RN 11 mL, RBLE
ERSERN 0.8 mmX0.8 mm; FHRAE 77 AT s REAR ER (1)
FR RN 338 mL, MGEIER SN 4 mm X4 mm. %10
I 5E 18 ] Bruker AV-400 #% i3 LHR{X("H: 400 MHz, “C:
100 MHz, 0.5% TMS AWHR). ZEEAE . SRR Al
WA B G H RS R, BRAERRIE AN, DL RS
PSRN AL — A, A B JE R} 75 N 25 7T |
HAFNEF T RWHFEEHEH. 2 OiE(TLO) T
FH AR AR B 7 AL T
32 WK
3.2.1 RO FAFTRiiE R R R

T UT AR I s S g 1 ROGH X 3R IR R R AR SR
B AR ARG MR e, N IR R E;
T DCE R i R ih v I, WA IR kodty, JF
RO B I SRR 1) I P S s o A PR A7 PR I
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25 C(HHHMBHIEEE RN 30~31 C). fHR&EERE
J&, Jash AR, e DCE iV NiEiE, Ry
N 15 mL/min, W BN 5 min. JEVES ARG, B0 I
% 300 kPa.

B 2B %(270.4 g, 2.0 mol)I&f#AE DCE g ki
(1500 mL), FEH & AEER(582.7 g, 5.0 mol)iA T DCE Hr
e A (900 mL), PR 530 LA 7.5 mL/min ZE N 2.1
W) DCE ¥ A1 4.5 mL/min 2% \ &R [ DCE V&7,
TEMZEAE T IR BARE Ja, 0T 5+ 10 min BUFERTIN
MEEREE 1, T 1).

B S SR E 2 S 2 40 55, 70 R 85 °C, iREEE
SE G, FRIFIFEREEEHERE, 230 T 5 A0 10 min BUREAS U
NEEREE 1, 5 2~5).

X NI X S5, #E PR, BE AR S
W, FP R XIRERRE fa, %8 e 1 R,
43 3T 5 A1 10 min BURERG I S B2 25 (R 1, 45 6~15).

YR 1 HPERE AR N(E 1, 5 4, 9),
HELLUTEE 10 min (PR BIR, TERERE T ZASEN 80 g UK
o, $iRE S min 5k yE)ZE, H 50 mL #) DCE ZHL—k
KIZ, /ﬁ\#ﬁ*ﬂjﬁ, ¥7J<7J</5lﬁ/%§(50 mL X 2), To /K TR R AN
(5 g) T4 10 min; 95K 78 1HFR 20570, 152170 At 4.
FRTFESHMEMER h), FRETFESR, ERILE 1,
Hi's 4~15. LBEREAE CHClL; CH,CICH,CH,CI,
CHCIL,CH,Cl H (1) ) B 4% B S0 BRIEAT, 723531
93%. 95%-. 96%

322 HAKMHTHELHERE

PL 2 mol 1] Z A 4(270.4 g)~ 5 mol A MR {E DCE
WA, DA TR RS 13 [ R Bk A A
SRR, RIS R R 203 min, 15774
439.2 g, FEEN 94%; XN 205 min, 15754 443.4 g, 77
N 95%; XM 205 min, 15774 436.1 g, F=ZN 93%.
3.2.3 M RBR e 6 A AR

S HR[6a, 6b], 2 mol ZLTBEA ik i) G Ak Js I 45
WG, ¥ PR EINEEA 1.5 kg BEUKI S L MR
o, KRR RN )RR, 4r 25/K)=, DCE JZ24k 4
FHUK/K P (500 mLX2), &I/KE, FH 500 mL 1)
DCE ZH—X. &JF DCE UK, Tk T15, #iRAH
i 35 °C, ¥ 2-FIHMIE(07.0 g, 2.2 mol). = ZJ%(243.0
g, 2.4 mol)f1 DCE (300 mL)AC A fyA B i AN, 3
5 h. RMNEEH G, F/KPE600 mLX2)pk2: = 2 g kg
£, VO ZE TR R LA R S 19 2 i [ A

BRI 1.25 L H RS, SRE22 A 550
mL R HCN 10% S SRR, INFEIR (7S C)
FE N4, AREHFELS, N 2 L K, FHRWRIEERIA
T pH fHZE 7~8. UK R 1 h, I8, KBE350
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mL X2), BT 452.8 g 1 4-F I RRENE-2' - FEmLRE,
AR 91%. R AEA, mp. 191.3~191.8 C (Lit.[*
188~191 C, 1it*¥ 191.5 ‘C). '"H NMR (400 MHz,
DMSO-de) %1 §: 5.94 (s, 2H), 6.56 (d, J=4.8 Hz, 2H),
6.88 (dd, J=7.2, 5.2 Hz, 1H); 7.05~7.08 (m, 1H), 7.52 (d,
J=4.8 Hz, 2H), 7.62~7.68 (m, 1H), 8.08 (dd, /=52, 1.2
Hz, 1H), 10.93 (s, 1H); *C NMR (100 MHz, DMSO-d;) o:
112.1, 1124, 117.1, 125.7, 128.9, 138.7, 146.3, 152.3,
152.8.

WL E A 6 P N H (R R SRR
9 11 mL)ZH BRI B A R BE A s 7 2% 14 J I B 1 7
fE 5 C, # 4-8H R MM -2- 2 HE kg (50.0 g, 200
mmol )& AT i & E0N 31%H) 5 #R(70.8 g, 602 mmol)
o, INZEEKEC R 500 mL /K IETR A K5 0 A ER AN
(14.5 g, 210 mmol)At A% 150 mL HI/KIEW B. JR&(1.8 g,
30 mmol)FIEEALEN(12.0 g, 300 mmol)AL kK 150 mL
IKIEW C. KHPR(55.4 g, 401 mmol) RIS ALEN(17.7 g,
443 mmol)FLEK 400 mL /KA, BT 2 L R,
RIS, A VEWLA 10 mL/min [FERE . B IEWRLL 3
mL/min [¥] 38 B[] i AR — B AR ER E N I B2, C ¥
WL 3 mL/min [ RE NS FLE S B HE N Y 2
SR NS KRR TRI 2 L B, R4
FERNR AL 10 C. e kS v 1 h,
SRJE TR A 80 CHERR 1 hy Bidk FFEE 20 'C, FIWRIRIR
VAT pHAEZE 2, AREEHFAIIZE 0 °C, 4K 1 h, 17U,
JEDE 781K PE (100 mL X 2). ¥ uE i Bz T 7K (800
mL)H, FRESECN 30%MEE L ENEBORY pH E
210, IATEMEIR(S g), IFAE] 100 CHERF 0.5 h, TIE,
FEWH 20%ERER AT pH EH A 2; HiEAEIE] 0 C4E
1 oh, Bb¥E, ZEMEKPRER(100 mLX2), TGOt
MRS I L IE [ 66.2 g, F=ZN 83%. m.p. 223.0 C
(PR i), 2411 C(#E1L) [Lit1*, 220 C (4 fR),
278 C(/Hfi#5e4s)]. '"H NMR (400 MHz, DMSO-dg)™ o:
6.86 (t, J=6.0 Hz, 1H), 7.16 (d, J=9.2 Hz, 1H), 7.23 (d, J
=8.8 Hz, 1H), 7.74~7.78 (m, 1H), 7.95~8.10 (m, 6H),
8.35 (d, J=2.4 Hz, 1H), 10.5~14.0 (b, 3H); °C NMR
(100 MHz, DMSO-dq) 6: 113.9, 114.5, 114.8, 118.5, 122.7,
126.4, 127.8, 129.1, 141.3, 144.0, 144.5, 153.4, 153.6,
164.2,171.2.

% Bh A1 &L (Supporting Information) 52 N ARERLEL I P |
SN AR BRI TE TP AU R e R Rl R Y TH
NMR Fl °C NMR 3§, X8kl n] LA 2 AT 93l
(http://sioc-journal.cn/) I N %K.
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